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CLAIMS 
I Claim 

Claim 1. (Presently Amended) A method to generate a compact item descriptor, a machine 
readable character string, such that two diff e r e nt i toms that g enerate th e same comp a ct 
i t e m d e scriptor ar e i nterchangeable, and determine the interchanaeabilitv of two items: the 
method comprising the steps: 

dofining providing a first item; 

d e fining providing a second item; 

d e fining providing a classification tree which classifies a set of items including the 
first item and second item such that w here the first it e m and s e cond i t e m two 
different items that classify to the same leaf nod e with and t he-same parameter 
values if and on l y i f th e it e ms a re interchangeabl e or those that do not are not 
interchangeable : 

adding eX each fork of the classification tree a character or sub-string of characters 

as a label that distinguishes each child branch or leaf of the fork: 

generating a commodity code, a for ea ch br a nch and l e af of th e c l ass i f i cat i on tr e e 

starting with the commod i ty codo for the root and app e nding as a suffix a uniqu e 

character or uniqu e sub s tring of characters that r e pr e sent a branoh or loaf nod e at 

e ach fork such that th e r e sulting c haracter string that u niquely identifies the 

sequence of branches and leaf eede-selected for the classification of an item 
represented by the leaf-rode, starting at the root of the classification tree with a 
character string representing the root and systematically appending the label 
representing the branch or leaf selected at each fork to classify the item: 
d e f i n i ng a orderino the set of parameters for each leaf nede-that complete the 
description of an item classified at the leaf nod e and eno od e- encoding t he p o ss i b le 
value for each paramete r as a string of predefined length in the ordered parameter 
seguence as a character or string of characters such that where t he parameter 
values for an item classified at the leaf nod e are represented as a character string; v. 
d e fining generating t he compact item descriptor for an item as the commodity code 
for the item concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the item; 
generating the compact item descriptor for the first item: 
generating the compact item descriptor for the second item: 
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comparing the compact item descriptor for the first item with the compact item 
descriptor for second item where the two compact descriptors are the same and 
the items are interchangeable or the compact item descriptors are different and the 
items are not interchangeable. 
ouch that th o first item and second i tem a r e i nt e rchang e abl e if and on l y if th e compact i t e m 
doscriptor for th e fir s t item is tho s a mo as th e compact i tem descriptor for tho second it e m. 
Claim 2. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 and a mat e r i a ls 
planning s ystem and/or Approved Manufacturing l i st prov i de d atabase providing an entry 
including a n item part number and item description field for tho first i tem w herein th e item 
part number for the first item is stored as the item part number and the compact item 
descriptor for the first item is stored in the item description field of the mat e rials p l anning 
s yst e m a nd/or th e Approved Manufactur e r List database entry: s uch th a t and. the 
database item description field is queried using the compact item descriptor of the first item 
as the query argument and the database to-netums the item-part numbe r for the first item 
as the response to the query. 

Claim 3. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1^ and a cata l og 
database, and w h e r e the interchangeable f irst item and second item ar e i nt e rchang e abl e 
a nd thus, th e compact i t e m d e scriptor for th e first it e m is th e sam e as the compact it e m 
descr i ptor for th e s e co n d i t e m ; an ywhere t he ca t al og - d atabase p rovides an entry for the 
first item comprising an item description field containing the compact item descriptor for the 
first item, supplier name, and supplier part numbe r for the first item: such th a t and, the 
c a talog database item description fields af=e-is_queried with the compact item descriptor for 
the second item and the catalog database r esponds with the supplier name and supplier 
part number for the first item. 

Claim 4. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 and a cata l og 
database w herein the cata l og database p rovides an entry for the first item comprising an 
item description field containing the compact item descriptor for the first item, the supplier 
j name, and the supplier part numbe r for the first item: such tha t and. the catalog database is 
queried with the supplier name and the supplier part number for the first item and the 
Gatalog database responds with the compact item descriptor for the first item. 
Claim 5. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 , a mat e rials 
pl a nning syst e m and / or the Approv e d Manu fa cturer L is t fi rst database , and a cata l og 
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second database w herein the materi a ls planning systom and/or th e Approv e d 
Manufacturer Lis tfirst database provides a n entry comprising a part number for the first 
item and an item description field; and the catateo- second database p rovides an entry for 
the first item comprising the supplier name, the supplier part number, and compact item 
descriptor in the description field f or the first item where the cataloa second database is 
queried with the supplier name and the supplier part number of the first item, the cat al og 
second database responds with the compact item descriptor of the first item, and the 
compact item descriptor for the first item is stored in the item description field of the first 
item in the mat e ria ls pl a nning sy s t e m a nd/or th e Approvod Manufacturer List f irst database 
for tho i t e m such that th e materia l s planning systom and/or tho Approved Manufactur e r L is t 
r ela t e s th e part number of t h e first it e m with th e compact i t e m descriptor for th e first it e m 
as th e it e m description . 

Claim 6. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 wher e a nd 
interchangeable the-first item and second ite m ar e int e rchangeab l e and thus, the compact 
item d e scriptor for th e first i tem is the sam e as the compact i tom doscr i ptor for th e s e cond 
item; and aft Approv e d Manufacturer L i st, AM L databaser providing an entry comprising a 
part number, an item description field containing the compact item descriptor for the first 
item, a supplier name, and a supplier part numbe r for the first item; and wh e r e in t he AML 
database is queried with the compact item descriptor of the second ite m as the item 
description argument and the AML -database responds with the supplier name and the 
supplier part number for a n int e rchang e abl e i t e m, t he first item. 
Claim 7. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 , where 
th einterchangeable first item and second item ar e i nterchangeable and thus, the compact 
it e m d e scr i ptor for the first it e m i s tho sam e as tho compact i tom descr i ptor for tho second 
it em ; ^ and an Approv e d Manufactur e r List AML, first database providing an entry 
comprising a part number, an item description field containing the compact item descriptor 
for the first item, the supplier name and the supplier part number for the first item and a 
cata l og second database p roviding an entry comprising an item description field containing 
the compact item descriptor of the second item, the supplier name and supplier part 
number for the second item wherein the c a t a log second database description fields-are is 
queried with the compact item descriptor for the first item and the catalog second database 
responds with the supplier name and supplier part number for an interchangeable item, the 
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second item ; and the supp l ier nam e and supp l ier part numb e r for th e s e cond it e m a re 
stor e d as an int e rchangeabl e suppli er name and the suppli e r part number in th e AML for 
th e part number . 

Claim 8. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 , wh e r e 
^interchangeable first item and second ite m ar e i nt e rchang e abl e and thus , tho compact 
i t e m d e scriptor for th e first item i s th e sam e as th e compact it e m d e scr i ptor for the socond 
item; and a cata l og - database p roviding an entry comprising an item description field 
containing the compact item descriptor for the first item, a supplier name, and a supplier 
part number for the first item w herein the catalog database i tem descriptor fields are-is 
queried with the compact item descriptor for the second item and the supplier name for the 
first item and the cata l og database r esponds with supplier part number for an 
interchang e abl ethe first item, th e first an interchangeable item from the specifi e d supplier 
with the supplier name . 
Claim 9, (Cancel) 

Claim 10. (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 and a catalog 
database providing for the first item, a supplier name, supplier part number, and an item 
description field containing the first compact item descriptor and the c a ta l og - database item 
description fields are-is_queried with a compact item descriptor including a Standard Query 
Language, SQL, wild card character to partially specify a compact item descriptor where 
the first compact item descriptor matches the partially specified compact item descriptor 
and the c a talog d atabase responds with the supplier name and supplier part number of the 
first item. 

Claim 1 1 . (Presently Amended) The compact item descriptor of claim 1 and a cat a log 
database p roviding for the first item a description field containing the compact item 
descripto r of tho first i tom , a supplier name, and a core supplier part number wherein the 
catalog database description fields are-is Queried with the compact item descriptor for the 
first item and supplier name and the c a t a log d atabase r esponds with the core supplier part 
number for the first item and a supplier suffix table is queried with the supplier name and a 
manufacturing process requirement ^, i ncluding carrier, and the supplier suffix table 
responds with the modification to the core supplier part number such that the resulting 
supplier part number corresponds to a first item that meets the manufacturing process 
requirement. 
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Claim 12. (Withdrawn) A method for generating compact item descriptor, a machine 
readable character string, describing an item such that two different items generating the 
same compact item descriptor are interchangeable, the method comprising the steps: 

define a first item; 

define a second item; 

define a classification tree for a set of items including the first item and second item 
such that the first item and second item classify to the same leaf node with the 
same parameter values if and only if the items are interchangeable; 
define a commodity code, a character string, for each leaf node that uniquely 
identifies the leaf node; 

define a set of parameters for each leaf node that complete the description of an 
item classified at the leaf node and encode the value for each parameter as a 
character or string of characters such that the parameter values for an item 
classified at the leaf node are represented as a character string; 
defining the compact item descriptor for an item as the commodity code for the item 
concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the item; 
such that the first item and second item are interchangeable if and only if the compact item 
descriptor for the first item is the same as the compact item descriptor for the second item. 
Claim 13. (Withdrawn) The compact item descriptor of claim 12 and a materials system 
and/or Approved Manufacturing List, AML, providing an item description field containing 
the compact descriptor of the first item and a part number wherein the item description 
field of the materials system and/or AML is queried with the compact item descriptor for the 
first item and the materials system and/or AML responds with the part number 
Claim 14. (Withdrawn) The compact item descriptor of claim 12 and a catalog, where the 
first item and second item are interchangeable and thus, the compact item descriptor for 
the first item is the same as the compact descriptor for the second item; and the catalog 
provides an item description field containing the compact descriptor of the first item, a 
supplier name, and supplier part number wherein the catalog item description fields are 
queried with the compact item descriptor for the second item and supplier name and the 
catalog responds with the supplier part number of an interchangeable item, the first item, 
from the specified supplier. 
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Claim 15. (Withdrawn) The compact item descriptor of claim 12 and a catalog providing an 
item description field containing the compact descriptor of the first item, a supplier name, 
and supplier part number wherein the catalog item description fields are queried with the 
compact item descriptor for the first item and the catalog responds with the supplier name 
and the supplier part number of the first item. 

Claim 16. (Withdrawn) The compact item descriptor of claim 12 and a catalog providing an 
item description field containing the compact descriptor of the first item, a supplier name, 
and a core supplier part number wherein the catalog item description fields are queried 
with the compact item descriptor for the first item and supplier name and the catalog 
responds with the core supplier part number for the first item and a supplier suffix table is 
queried with the supplier name and a manufacturing process requirement, including 
carrier, and the supplier suffix table responds with the modification to the core supplier part 
number such that the resulting supplier part number for the first item meets the 
manufacturing process requirement. 

Claim 17. (Withdrawn) The compact item descriptor of claim 12 and a catalog providing 
for the first item, a supplier name, supplier part number, and an item description field 
containing the first compact item descriptor and the catalog item description fields are 
queried with a compact item descriptor that includes a Standard Query Language, SQL, 
wild card character to partially specify a compact item descriptor where the compact 
descriptor of the first item matches the partially specified compact item descriptor and the 
catalog responds with the supplier name and supplier part number of the first item. 
Claim 18. (Cancel) 
Claim 19. (Cancel) 
Claim 20. (Cancel) 

Claim 21. (Withdrawn) A catalog system providing a compact item descriptor, a machine 
readable character string, wherein two different items are interchangeable if and only if 
their compact item descriptors are equal, comprising: 

a catalog means providing for an item an item description field containing the 
compact descriptor for the item, a supplier name and a supplier part number for the 
item; 

a first query means providing a query of the catalog item description fields with a 
compact itemdescriptor and the catalog returns the supplier name and the supplier 
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part number for those items where the description field matches the compact item 
descriptor; 

a classification tree means providing classifications for a set of items including a first 
item and a second item such that the first item and second item classify to the 
same leaf node with the same parameter values if and only if the items are 
interchangeable; 

a commodity code means providing a unique character string for each leaf node of 
the classification tree that identifies the leaf node; 

an encoded parameter value means providing for each leaf node a set of 
parameters that complete the description of an item classified at the leaf node and 
encode the value for each parameter as a character or string of characters 
such that the parameter values for an item classified at the leaf node are 
represented as a character string; 

a compact item descriptor means providing for an item, classification of the item 
using the classification tree means and a compact descriptor for the item 
comprising the commodity code for the leaf node for the classified item 
concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the item; 
such that: 

a first item and second item are interchangeable; 

the first item is provided a first compact item descriptor from the compact descriptor 
means; 

the second item is provided a second compact item descriptor from the compact 
descriptor means that, since the items are interchangeable, is the same as that for 
the first item; 

the catalog means provides for the first item: an item description field containing 
the first compact descriptor, the supplier name for the first item, and the supplier 
part number for the first item; 

wherein the catalog item description fields are queried with the second compact 
item descriptor and the catalog returns the supplier name and the supplier part 
number for an interchangeable item, the first item. 
Claim 22. (Withdrawn) The catalog and compact item descriptor of claim 21 , wherein the 
catalog item description fields are queried with a compact item descriptor that includes a 
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Standard Query Language, SQL, wild card character to partially specify a compact item 
descriptor where the compact descriptor of the first item matches the partially specified 
compact item descriptor and the catalog responds with the supplier name and supplier part 
number of the first item. 

Claim 23. (Withdrawn) The catalog and compact item descriptor of claim 21 , further 
provides: 

a supplier suffix means when queried with the supplier name and a manufacturing 
process requirement, including carrier, the supplier suffix means responds with 
the modification to the core supplier part number such that the resulting supplier 
part number for the first item meets the manufacturing process requirement; 
the catalog means further provides an item description field containing the compact 
descriptor of the first item, a supplier name, and a core supplier part number; 
such that the catalog item description fields are queried with the compact item descriptor 
for the first item and supplier name and the catalog responds with the core supplier part 
number for the first item and the supplier suffix means is queried with the supplier name 
and manufacturing process requirement and the modification to the core supplier part 
number results in a supplier part number for the first item that meets the manufacturing 
process requirement. 

Claim 24. (Withdrawn) The catalog and compact item descriptor of claim 21 , wherein the 
catalog further provides a second query means providing a query of the catalog item 
description fields with a compact item descriptor and a supplier name and the catalog 
returns the supplier part number for those items where the description field matches the 
compact item descriptor such that the catalog is queried with the compact item descriptor 
for the second item and the supplier name for the first item and the catalog responds with 
the supplier part number for an interchangeable item, the first item, provided by the 
supplier. 

Claim 25. (New) A method to generate a compact item descriptor, a machine readable 
character string, the method comprising the steps: 
providing a first item; 

providing a classification tree which classifies a set of items including the first item 
where two different items that classify to the same leaf and same parameter 
values are interchangeable or those that do not are not interchangeable; 
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adding at each fork of the classification tree a character or sub-string of characters 
as a label that distinguishes each child branch or leaf of the fork; 
generating a commodity code, a character string that uniquely identifies the 
sequence of branches and leaf selected for the classification of an item 
represented by the leaf, starting at the root of the classification tree with a character 
string representing the root and systematically appending the label representing 
the branch or leaf selected at each fork to classify the item; 

ordering the set of parameters for each leaf that complete the description of an item 
classified at the leaf and encoding the value for each parameter as a string of 
predefined length in the ordered parameter sequence such that the parameter 
values for an item classified at the leaf are represented as a character string; 
generating the commodity code for the first item; 
encoding the parameter values at the leaf for the first item; 

generating the compact item descriptor for the first item as the commodity code for 
the first item concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the first item. 

Claim 26. (New) The method of claim 25 and a second item where the classification tree 

classifies the second item; the method further provides: 

generating the compact descriptor for the second item; 

comparing the compact descriptor for the second item with the compact descriptor 
for the first item; 

determining the interchangeability of the first item and second item where the 
compact descriptors are the same and the items are interchangeable or the 
compact descriptors are different and the items are not interchangeable. 
Claim 27. (New) The compact item descriptor of claim 25 and a second item where the 
second item is interchangeable with the first item and the classification tree classifies the 
second item, and a database with an entry for the first item comprising an item description 
field containing the compact item descriptor for the first item, supplier name, and supplier 
part number for the first item; the compact item descriptor for the second item is 
generated; wherein, the database item description field is queried with the compact item 
descriptor for the second item and the database responds with the supplier name and 
supplier part number for the first item. 
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Claim 28. (New) The compact item descriptor of claim 25 and a database providing for the 
first item, a supplier name, supplier part number, and an item description field containing 
the first compact item descriptor and the database item description field is queried with a 
compact item descriptor including a Standard Query Language, SQL, wild card character 
to partially specify a compact item descriptor where the first compact item descriptor 
matches the partially specified compact item descriptor and the database responds with 
the supplier name and supplier part number of the first item. 

Claim 29. (New) A method to encode the classification of an item into a machine readable 
character string where two items with the same classification encode the same string or 
two items with different classifications encode different strings, the method comprising: 

providing a first item; 

providing a second item; 

providing a classification tree with leaf parameter values as elements of the 
classification where the classification tree classifies a set of items including the first 
item and second item; 

adding at each fork of the classification tree, a character or sub-string of characters 
as a label that distinguishes each child branch or leaf of the fork; 
generating a commodity code, a character string that uniquely identifies the 
sequence of branches and leaf selected for the classification of an item 
represented by the leaf, starting at the root of the classification tree with a character 
string representing the root and systematically appending the label representing 
the branch or leaf selected at each fork to classify the item; 

ordering the set of parameters for each leaf that complete the description of an item 
classified at the leaf and encoding the value for each parameter as a string of 
predefined length in the ordered parameter sequence such that the parameter . 
values for an item classified at the leaf are represented as a character string; 
generating the commodity code for the first item; 
encoding the parameter values at the leaf for the first item; 
generating the encoded classification for the first item as the commodity code for 
the first item concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the first item; 
generating the commodity code for the second item; 
encoding the parameter values at the leaf for the second item; 
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generating the encoded classification for the second item as the commodity code 
for the second item concatenated with the encoded parameter values for the 
second item; 

comparing the encoded classification for the first item with the encoded 
classification for the second item where the first item and second item classify to the 
same leaf with the same parameter values and the encoded classifications are the 
same or the first item and second item do not classify to the same leaf with the 
same parameter values and the encoded classifications are different. 
Claim 30. (New) The encoded classification of claim 29 where the first item and second 
item classify to the same leaf with the same parameter values and a database with an 
entry for the first item comprising an item description field containing the encoded 
classification for the first item and an associated field for the first item; wherein, the 
database item description field is queried with the encoded classification for the second 
item and the database responds with the associated field for the first item. 
Claim 31 . (New) The encoded classification of claim 29 and a database providing for the 
first item, an item description field containing the encoded classification for the first item 
and an associated field and the database item description field is queried with an encoded 
classification including a Standard Query Language, SQL, wild card character to partially 
specify a encoded classification where the encoded classification for the first item matches 
the partially specified encoded classification and the database responds with the 
associated field for the first item. 
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